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Rebranding the
spa profession

B By Lydia Gomez
legomez@nst.com.my

‘herapy and Cosme-
tology, an international exan-
m‘\lmn bourd responsible ﬁJr
the education and trair
be il holistic therapisis
worldwide,

The programme, offered by

Beaut;

ILuuun.l said in the “train
the  trainer™  programme,
those who had attended the
5 wnukl teach their spa

KL \I«\ LUMPUR: A J:J]] 1hd1

a potential cash cow [or the

cluntry’s tourism industry. Amspi, is run using a grant Hsts i il
Lae s and spa awarded last year by the Eo- Jmprn\v» their - consultation
therapis e upgraded  ropean and eonfidence. They waould

their businesses (o not only  gramme, whicl alsa be better prepared o get

gain a belter stand in the e mote and support by into the international mar-
of lacals bt also to raise thi operation between ket,” she said at her hooth in
levels o in stan-  the European Union. the  Malaysion  Domestic
dards by arming themselves Amspa president Datin Ba- Tourism Fair 2009 yostorda;

with paper qualifications in mona Suleiman said Mala Ramona,  however,  said
the field. along with the  Philippi crasing the ne *percep-

The two-year-old Associa-  Thailand and Indonesi tiom of the job ook time.
tiom  of  Malaysian  Spas  awarded the gra “Because of the negative

{Amspa) has taken it upon  lion (RMS reputation of the past, many

themselves o make sure the  therapists, parents do not let their chil-
industry is rebranded to be Wi dieen come  into this  pro-
able to compete in the global — profession. Spas bave become  gramme, thinking it's an im-
market, an important part of travel as - proper industry. That is not

true. All over the world, well-
uc ha big business and
respectable

wellas health and wellness,
“But beeause of some bad
apples, the reputation of those
whowant lorun adecent busi-
Ill":.‘! has been tarnished. This
s how the association helps
Imlld the reputation of this

Next week, the first bateh of
31 participants will graduate
with a dual-diploma in Physio-
logical Anatomy and  Body

assupe  conferred by the
United Kingdom-based Con-
federation of - Iternational

Ramona, wha has been in-
volved in the spa industry
sinee 1994, said this could only

Datin Ramona Suleiman says
the image of therapists has
been tarnished

b g ved if the dubious spa
aperators were weeded out.

“Llting everyone eertified
and accredited 15 our assoia-
tion's main aim.”

She said Malaysia still de-

pended heavily on workfores
1mm Thailand and Indanesia
di]huugh they had no proper

L

sage is parl of l]u ir wllure-
and tradition, not so mureh
here, So.in order to kick-start
the wellness indust
bawe o embark on e
Lraining  programmes
slov
wirkers.”

and
v do away with foreign
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Snorkelling park
a crowd-puller

LUMPUR: Snorkell-
¢ al

KUALA
ing, a recreational activity
tropical resorts and scub
diving locations here, is gain-
ing popu]anl,\' among  local
and foreign tourists alike.
Cashing in on thi
COUntEyY's  premie

inland
snorkelling park Jocated at

“Tiehuk Batik in Perak.
Originally a lake., it was con-
verted into a snorkelling park
where the fresh water was re-
acied with sea water.
uk Batik Resort praject
nager Mohd Azree Ismail

1

said the snorkelling park was
safe and suitable for prople of
all | ages.

“The snorkelling park was
coneeived from the idea of
having safe snorkelling activi-

Unlike the sea, in the
llwrc' are nounderwater
nt, jellyl hsll or hoat acei-
15 0 Wi

d .AIL]wu;..h the
man-made, it could
help educate the public alout
underwater marine life and its
beauty,

Besides  snorkelling,  the
park also provides various ac-
tivities, such as fishing, canoe-
ing and boating,

Snorkelling s among the
recreational activities  being
promoted at the Malaysian
Domestic Tourism Fair 2009,

The Fair has some 130 par-
ieipants exhibiting their prod-
0 promoie \Mld) s
stinations and Lo encourage
Malaysians o visit within the

l'“ll]]‘l]'_\.

Tesides recreational activi-
ties, the [air is also promoting
Malaysia's reo-tourism desti-

nations, One af them is the
Royal Belumn forest reserve,
“For nature o thi
Belum-Temenggor rainforest
has flora and fauna that can-
nol be found anywhere. Most
of the species are very rar

said Belum Rainforest Resorl
sales  manager haini
Mohamad.

Another attraction is bird-
walching,

“IFoneis lucky, they ean spot
an endangered plain-pouched
hornbill. It is the rarest of all
in - Malaysi

i
Ilc:hrlm' maker
dulge in other ac
a5 trekking, RafTl
siting Orang Asli
anid river rafting.




